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The Center for Religious Formation is organizing an excursion to
Quebec City on April 5th. Everyone is welcome: children, men,
women, and all. Activities will include a visit to the old city and a
visit to Sainte-Ann’s church. Prices are 30 dollars for adults and
25 dollars for children, breakfast included. The gathering will
take place at our center on Henri-Bourassa before eight
o’clock, and at eight o’clock sharp, the well-equipped busses
will start toward Quebec City.

The women’s auxiliary is organizing a get-together reunion on
April 4 2008 at Henri-Bourassa, at seven thirty in the evening
(7:30pm). The price is only fifteen dollars. Reservations are
required; please get in touch with Maha Al-Kass Tel. (450) 687-
2743 and Mary Zakko Tel. (450) 687-6739. Also, they are planning
to make ‘Ma’moul’ in the three varieties; pistachio, walnuts or
dates. It is for sale, but pre-orders must be done no later than
April 10, and distribution begins on April 12th. Priced at only ten
dollars a dozen, hurry to pre-order yours, as preparations are
limited in numbers.

  For those who follow the Gregorian calendar of our Eastern
sister churches, our Archbishop, accompanied with Father Kamil
and Dayroyo Yakoub, paid them an amicable visit last week,
congratulating them on this happy occasion Easter.

  With deep regret and sorrow, we announce the departure of
Sara Shahin, daughter of Emeline Salman and Shahin Shahin,
from this world on the 27th of March, as a result of the malignant
sickness which she was suffering for a time. She was only 35
years old and leaves behind her only son of seven years of age.
May God have mercy on her soul and keep her family in peace
and patience.

  Coming Sunday 6th of April, there will be a memorial service to
commemorate the late Ghanim Gabro, mother of Mr. Adib
Gabro, Mrs. Zakia and Mrs. Maria Gabro.

  Today, little Elisa, daughter of Mr. Bassam Toshan and Mrs.
Lillian Ma’louli, is to be baptized. We present our sincerest
congratulations and May God keep her in good health and
happy all her long life.

Our last week’s collect from all sources was (1589 $). Thank you.

  The Center for Religious Formation (Quin-Nishrine) is

Organizing, as is usual at this time of year, a Summer Camp for
our  young  children.  The  duration  is  only  six  weeks,  but  we  are
desperately in need of personnel to help, manage and teach
our youngsters. We urge any person who finds him/herself
capable and ready to donate a few hours, to get in touch with
Mr.  G.  Youseph  Cell. (514/ 692-9990).

When Faith Actually Moved Mountains. (Part 4)

…To carry on his back a sack of water for the needy – before
going to work at a hide tannery. When the Pope explained his
purpose, Simon was reluctant at first, but when he was told of
the Pope’s vision, he placed himself at his disposal. A simple
man: no great robes, no flashy gold or the glory of man, just the
glory  of  God,  taking  water  to  the  needy,  serving  his  fellow
brothers and sisters. He was a man with whom Abraam shared
the love of service to the poor. They shared a heart, these two:
The heart of Christ. The two led a large gathering of the faithful
and  marched  to  the  Mokattam  Mountain.  Beside  them  were
the Caliph and his minister who had already incited many
people against the Copts. Abraam celebrated mass and the
multitude chanted after him, “Kyrie Eleison,” pleading for God’s
mercy. They knelt down three times as the pope made the sign
of the cross with a sweeping gesture, extending from one end
of the mountain to the other. The mountain shook violently as
though a strong earthquake had hit the land. Then, it began
moving upwards. Every time the worshippers rose from their
prayers,  the  mountain  lifted  itself  upwards.  When  they  knelt
down, it also came down, with a big bang. This happened three
times, and, every time the mountain moved upwards, the rays
of the sun, which were behind it, swept through the space
separating the earth from the mountain and became clearly
visible to the assembled crowd. At this awesome sight, Al Muizz
proclaimed, “God is great!” Turning to Abba Abraam, he said,
“This is enough to prove that your faith is true.” Naturally, this
miraculous event caused a tumult among the crowd. When
order was re-established, Abba Abraam looked for Simon, who
had kept himself hidden behind the Pope throughout the
prayers, but was nowhere to be found. After the moving of the
mountain, the Caliph, who was still shaking with fear, embraced
the pope warmly, and this marked the beginning of a long
friendship between the two.


