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With deep regret, we announce that Mrs. Basima Isa passed
away, mother of Shamoun, Shawkat, the late Charles, Linda,
Wafa’ and Thana’, and sister of Morice, Georges, Jean and
Illias. We present our sincere sympathies.

 Today there will be a special prayer in memory of the late Aznif
Lole; our deepest sympathy and patience to her family.

 There will be an election for the board of directors today, from
4:00 pm to 8:00 pm, at our hall at Henri-Bourassa.  Since the old
board had dissolved, Archbishop Bahi appointed an election
committee  comprised  of  Mr.  Said  Dawle,  Mr.  Tony  Touma  and
Gaby Youseph. Besides collecting the names of new
candidates and checking their eligibility, the comitee will
supervise the voting procedures too. Here are the names of the
candidates:

Mr. Illias Kawmi; Mr. Ricky Haroun; Mr. Ghasan Hannouch; Mr.
Chamoun Asmar; Mr. Abdahad kawmi; Mr. Yacub Harun; Mr.
Edmond  Doudak;  Mr.  Antoine  Kano;  Mr.  Jack  Badriyi;  Miss.
Sylvie Zavaro; Mr. Sami Kano; Mr. Jean Khoury Mr. Albert Sucar;
Mr. Paul Hamamji; Mr. Simon Ghazal; Mr. Gaby Mourad; Mr. Elie
Kawkab; Mr. Dany Zako.

The names of the candidates will be posted at St. Maxim and at
our hall today.

+ The electors should choose from, minimum, one to, maximum,
eleven candidates of the above 18 names.

+ Any name after the eleventh will be stricken off.

+ The elector should be of eighteen years and over and has met
his obligations to his communities and church.

+ The election is a very private process: first, one presents
him/herself to the committee, and, after verification, he/she is
asked to proceed, privately, with the pre-prepared documents,
in placing a mark in front of the names of his/her choice.

+ At eight o’clock, the ballot will close and the names will be
read aloud after verification; the candidates with the highest
number of votes will be the new members of our board of

Directors. Our best wishes to all,  hoping everyone will  endeavor
to do their best in serving our communities.

As for the retiring board of directors, we shall never forget their
sincere efforts and their many accomplishments.

We urge you to practice your  rights  as  members  of  the Syriac
community in today’s election. Impartially choosing the right
candidates  to  represent  us  all  is  an  important  role.  One  must
decide  using  one’s  judgment,  conscience  and  knowledge  of
the new candidates (their education, experience, integrity)
when voting for their choices. Concerning the candidates that
were  already  members  of  the  board,  one  must  especially
question if these contenders served adequately in their previous
term or if whether or not one were satisfied with the applicant’s
performance.

With the date of our second annual Kermes approaching, (18,
19 and 20 of July 08) the youth, headed by Mr. Dany Zako, are
very busy in preparation of the program and the terrain. For
security reasons and future peace of mind, rigid insulations were
added to the drainage pipes, the area of green grass that we
had  is  almost  doubled  now,  and  the  rest  of  our  lot  has  been
leveled in order to provide a greater space for our kids to play
and enjoy.
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The Syrian Church of Antioch at a Glance (Part 3)

However, paganism in Syria became completely extinguished
before the end of the fourth century, and, in consequence, the
name Aramean fell into disuse.

‘Glory of Christendom’

 It is to be deplored that in their zeal for their Christian faith, the
Syriac destroyed all their literature of pagan times. This was
done, it has been said, in fear that their Christian faith should be
tainted by their previous pagan influences. As a result, all our
literature and scientific heritage from the pagan era has been
lost  completely.  What  has  been  retrieved  by  archeologist  in
recent times, though not negligible, cannot, in its quantity,
compare to what we had; it is only a very small portion of history
that has been recovered to date.

To be continued in future editions


